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ARTICTLE APPEARED .
ON PACE

. Jall half & world away, a soldier of fortune under arrest in Thai-

~Jand for. launchmg hisown.commando raid into Laos.to Tescue
: American prisoners he believes are stﬂl bemg held a decade afte
. war as-controversial as his exploits.

“four. years, J1Ssiing. press releases from the: Jungle on' his “covert>
- ‘mission; fueling heroic fantasies and; ‘most Tecently, hustling cash
. from movie star&lxke Clint. Eastwood and high tech communica-
- tions _gear: from’ companies like, Litton, all the while pitching for
“handouts: from families of afew of- about 2500 soldiers still un-

accounted. for a decade after the last prisoners came home from
- Vietnam. & e b

| "purchased ‘Gritz’s life “story—“a” modern-day - Sgt.- “York”—for,
$10,000. And in a. curious Hollywood twist; Eastwood: anted up
) ‘530 000, and ‘phoned- Presxdent Reagan Iast year to say that ertz‘,
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;zards If .we-self-immoiate,’ they can. .58, |
razies:who never got over the war.” ... 39 gy
'._"-"But zf we' brmg back: Just»one lwe Amerzcan POW he becomes the’

: s 7 ﬂxtwn wzll ever play in this dec:

"E'IS A HIGHLY decorated Vietnam war hero, a mus-
. cled six-footer with- curly blond hair, hard blue eyes, &
BN B black“l,)elt in karate and very little’ self doubt.-An ex<;
entagon and"‘potbelhed” bureaucrats, James Gordon (Bo) Gritz.
’ ;)» s theinew pomt man for" Right Wing’ Ro-'

Slx}el iy God and Buddha ai'e 'on'hxs sxde, even as he sits nr

s s aimodem day: holy grail that Critz.

Actoanlham Shatner said on’ Johnny:Carson s show.that he:

WASHINGTON POST

“alive: ' Gritz-calls " his: POW-hunters

“pledges to get them ouh if any can be

was planning a‘raid into Laos to hunt
PQWs.- -He:lobbied- hus fellow actor for
govemment help. "

“-And why not? Bo Gritz is Made for
TV, If ever there were a war of nobil- -
1ty,,full ‘oft ~macho-Zen (overtones 'for-
men- hke Gntz, thiss it; a middle-:
‘aged man going back to "Nam to slash
through the jungle andbring ’em back

“the over the hill gang””
" “There’s no- questxoq about hzs .

* skills' as a soldier,” says* Wx}ham P
“Yarborough, 71, a retired army genz»f

eral, who commanded the Green Be-'
rets at Fort Bragg during Vietnam. .
“But his former incarnation as &
Green Beret has gotten him a little.. -

“out,'of phasé with_ “reality. T'just, ‘Thoped

‘they don't’ hold it -against the breed -

'because one.guy: mu.ght hxs Eoot in -
itrap.”

Fxrst youl have ‘tuﬁnd the POWs, lf :
ny are alive years: later; perhaps skifi®
and bones and near psychotic wonder-

-ing why America. forgot..A straxtjacket

.was on Gritz's supply listin case anyv '
POW. freaked out behind the lines. -~ %
Gritz argues.that:POWs are being .
held 3 as “bardammo chxps for.war rep-3
arations’ that never ¢ame~the N()l'ﬂ’h
Vietnamese- govemment -says- it Cis
owed | 33 b'lhon romxsed by Presxdent
Nmon. , 3]
oy (3 easy to~see--thexr Iogxc, ke
says.-“Anyone captured in ‘Cambodia:}

or, Laos were not technically POWs,

so they are not obligated to be_re- ]

“turned. ot: recognized.: Our job is sxm- §
" ple—to liberate U.S. POWs from Asia .

ASAP. Why" Becausg’wg want them'

r‘s’? A‘lth' gh ‘some 430
lxve sntmgs~have. een claimied “by ref-

“ugees since: 1975, Pentagon” officials’,

cannot * confirm - them:3 And - what

*would: Vietham; ‘or. an xmpovenshed ,
,natxon like Laos;"- have _to gain . by

xeepmw t’nem for so lonv" America 3
‘still:has*B-52s ‘and: 2 prealdent..whm

found. . "
‘Gritz once~had access"to top seuet

’Pentawon data, leaked' to! him via the’,

I\atnonal League, of POW:-MIA Fam:;

;:hes with sympathetxc intelligence ac-
" cess. But that was before the LeacrueSTAT

-withdrew its support: from Gritz. ..
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